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MARANTZ SAS8003/PM800

Latest additions to the Marantz range show great potential

nase gre the latest aoditions to the

\arartz range and rapiace the wall-

gved 5AS PITOOT K units that have
heen in the range for SCME. years now,

As you might guess from the 54 onefir on
the CO player, it actuglly handlzs SACD discs a2
weli 28 raiar COC 10 the 1€ial maodem
mannes there s nog multicharsel supgort, noris
thene & high-resnlution digital autput The
trarsport is an epen-fame sffair (2 litle noisier
machanically than we would ideally like], which
feads an audia board Dased an a Cimis
(Crystal) chip. The anglogue sutput stages use
Marantz's "Hyper Dynamic Amplifier Module' or
HOAM, a circuit made up of discrete transistons
Marantz has 250 provided a: USE input for
solidstete music plavers, 1Pods elc

(ke at the amplifier, business s1arts with
an electronic input seloctor followed by 3
sraditvanal motorised volume contrel,
Beyand thal, the circuitry again uses
discrate trancictors and culmingtas ina
single pair per chanael of output devices
mounted on an internal heatsink. Powet &
fed fram a large toraidal transformer,
Despite being new models, bath units use
almost antirely traditional corscruction
technsgues, with through-hole compenents
miounted an single-side circuit boards with
wire links where necessary, & stark confrast
to Arcam, For instance. Most compenents
are regular commercial-grade but a few key
parts are higher quality. A discrete-transistor
phono stage is mounted next to the
refevant input sockets

SOUND QUALITY

Dur solo reviews of each unit in recent months
suogested that thase wera quite classy peces

of kit and our panel of ‘bEng” listeners tended
to agree. It was immediately chviows to them

that the bass of the combxnation isa bt
special, something we found especially with
the amplifier and they wese very taken with
not just its extension but also its contrgl and
precizian. Claar, tight bass like this gives a real
serse of authonty ta musie, thoy suggested
and they ateo Telt that the midrange and treble
were very well balanced agamst the bass and
wail presentad (0 COLNCErPOIN o i

Datail was falt to be gead, i rat autstanding,
it what's pedhaps more important in the long
rur s that there's no diminution of detail as
dynarmic levels morease - sound which becomes
cangestad at high levals seon becomss tiing,
On the corteary, our listenes specificaly
painted to the way the detail in loud climaes
rernaing clearly audinle as a strength of these
units. To- the extent there many lack of detail

t's showm in the shight leck of air ana ¢pace
argund parformers and tha mild compression

of mmage depth. In faimess, it's so mikd that wers
t pot for dirpet compansons with apuipment
gven mom capable in that regard, it might have
gone unnoticed,

Wihat may be the deciding factor for mamy
listaners & the excallont rinthm and timing that
Maraniz seems to have buil into these unis
In any style of music and at any replay lBvel
there's a fovely vitality to the sound which, as
ome [istener commented, keeps the foot tapping
even when one isn't 2etively cencentrating on
the music This kird of charctanstic cartainly
salls equipment and, happily, tepically keeps
the buyer satiched!

We car't close withaut mantoning the prono
czqe, which s avery dear cut above the wsual
standard one expects o find in @ mid-price
integrated amp. Fed from any decent moving:
magniat cartridge, it achieves beautifully clear
and we!l-balanced sounds, adding greatly to tha
amp's eppeal for aralogue lovers. HFC

LAB REPORT

Dispite 2 rathar mors modest ratlng thar el
amps harz, the FMB00S comes very Close 1o the
100 warts geerags in praciice, thoagh it baa
refatively little peak headroom. Iis frequancy
responsR is ance agam remarkably Fat, bamly 8
tenth of 3 A8 doiwn at 208z and not aven that at
— 10krte The dicc player, of codre, Bas a flat
rEsponse within the audio band, but while the
benic resporne shape is Tamiliar, the digital filter
used has an unusaal Feature inthat its impulss
responie is asymmatric, with no presinging. Tha
sigrificance nf this is very much open to question.
Ancther surprise in the 508303 is the presenca of
sorre flcter, 2lbelt not very much, but recent
Mamntz medely have tended te show near
vanishing ameunts. Dirtartion performance of hoth
units is vary good la gereral: the amp's distartion
tlimbs imto & ahms, a5 aupectad, and 2o risas @
iz &t Figh freguencle.

HOW IT COMPARES

B

1] Dyremiz pewer 3> -10%

2] Frequency =oponie 3 + 100
¥] Distarien 3> +20%

4] Dynamic range ¥ T0%

5] Jigter 2> -10%

SPECIFICATIONS

Moasgrrment

| IF detail ian't the Jext we've
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